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From the Principal’s Desk 
Dear Parcells Parents: 
 

Happy Holidays 
With Thanksgiving behind us and a long winter looming ahead, I realize that I have much to be thankful 
for.  To start, I am thankful to be part of such a strong school community.  I appreciate the work ethic and ded-
ication that our children put into their school work each day.  I appreciate the support of our parents and that 
they stress the importance of a quality education with their children.  Finally, I am thankful to be part of such a 
strong staff of professionals, dedicated to providing Parcells students with the highest quality education possi-
ble.  On behalf of the entire Parcells faculty, we hope you and your family have a safe and fun-filled holiday 
season! Students and staff begin their vacation at the end of the day on Friday, December 23. Students will 
return from vacation on Monday, January 9 at 9:05AM. 
 

PTO Bazaar - December 3rd 
A special thank you goes to the Parcells PTO on organizing the annual bazaar. Many parents will work tire-
lessly and volunteer their time in planning, publicity, parking lots, moving tables, managing vendors, transport-
ing, coordinating volunteers, and managing a host of visitors. Our attendance count last year was nearly 1500 
visitors. There is still time to volunteer! Please visit the Parcells website to sign up. Thank you in advance for 
your service on behalf of the Parcells community! 
 

Parent Teacher Conferences 
Thank you for your participation in Parent Teacher Conferences in the month of November. Your commitment 
to supporting your children in their educational endeavors is greatly appreciated! 
 

Congratulations 
The past month was a busy month for our school family. Parcells staged an enormously successful Open 
House, performed a wonderful production of Peter Pan, attended a successful 8th grade orientation at Grosse 
Pointe North HS, and had our Robotics Team, The Blown Fuses, receive high marks at their regional compe-
tition! Congratulations to all members of the Parcells community on their hard work and achievements. 
 

Incoming Sixth Grade Students 
During the month of January, our counselors, principal and assistant principal will be meeting with incoming 
students and parents of next year’s sixth grade class. A parent informational meeting will be held in the Par-
cells Auditorium on Tuesday, January 17th from 7:00PM - 8:00PM and is open to all parents currently at-
tending our four feeder elementary schools and for any parents considering a move into Parcells. 
 

“Desserts with Dan” 
With the success of our first event, “Donuts with Dan,” we are holding another event, this time in the even-
ing.  Basically, this is just an informal opportunity to meet with the principal to discuss any questions or con-
cerns you have about Parcells.  This event will take place on Monday, February 6th at 7PM. 
 

Eighth Grade to High School 
Parcells eighth graders will begin the registration process for moving on to high school next year by meeting 
with counselors in January. Counselors will review the high school program of studies and course require-
ments with eighth graders. Materials will also be sent home during this time and will include all deadlines for 
the submission of the scheduling information. There is an 8th grade parent orientation meeting at Grosse 
Pointe North HS at the performing arts center on January 11 at 6:30PM in the North Performing Arts Cen-
ter. 
 

Athletic Physicals 
Please remember that students may not participate in tryouts/practice for our athletic teams unless they have 
a current physical on file. Physical forms dated on or after April 15, 2016  are considered current. If your son 
or daughter plans on trying out for basket-ball, wrestling, swimming, or track and field, please 
take your child in for a physical well before tryouts begin. Unfortunately, we cannot accept waiv-
ers or signed documents from parents in lieu of a physical form. 
 

Happy Holidays! 
 

Mr. Hartley 



From the Assistant Principal’s Desk 
 
The weather is getting colder, holidays are fast approaching and it’s hard to believe we are coming to the 
close of first semester (January 21st)!  At Parcells Middle School we are very proud of our accomplishments!  
We are having an outstanding semester with success abounding in academics and activities.  Our students 
are passing more classes than ever, getting to class and school on time, and our discipline referrals are im-
proving by leaps and bounds.  A special “thank you” is in order for the dedication of our teachers, the hard 
work of our students and the support from our families.  It’s true team work here at Parcells! 
 
Although we are having an excellent year, Mr. Hartley and I recently met with each grade level to remind stu-
dents of the Parcells standards of excellence in behavior.  One of our focus areas for the upcoming few 
weeks is how we behave when there are guests in our building or classrooms.  At Parcells, we treat our 
guests like family.   Students were able to give excellent examples of what this actually looks like in action.   
 
We always appreciate our parent support and communication between home and school.  One way you can 
help this season is to remind your student to dress appropriately for the weather.  As you know, during lunch, 
students can choose to go outside or stay inside.  If they choose to go outside, they need to stay outside until 
released to come back in and that can be cold if they aren’t wearing a coat or appropriate winter clothes.   An-
other area in which you help support your student is to leave a few minutes early for arrival to school espe-
cially on snowy days.  We want to see our success with “tardies” continue to decrease throughout the year.   
 
It has been a great school year thus far, and we look forward to our continued success during the holidays 
and through 2nd semester. We appreciate your continued support of our athletic, academic and fine art activi-
ties throughout the school year. It has been a great start for Parcells Panthers and I am looking forward to our 
continued success for the coming year.   
 
We received great news from my daughter living and serving in Okinawa.  She is finally being relocated to 
California right after the holidays!  What a great Christmas gift for a mom!  
 
Happy Holidays and New Year!!! 
 
Debbie Redlin 
 



The Counselors’ Corner 

Kimberly Radant (A-K)    Carla Palffy (L-Z) 
(313) 432-4618     (313) 432-4620 
Kimberly.Radant@gpschools.org   Carla.Palffy@gpschools.org 
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The Counselors’ Corner (cont.) 
 



Panther Parent Pointers:  Commitment to Learning - Homework 
 

The Search Institute1 has identified a ‘commitment to learning’, and ‘homework completion’ as important developmental assets 
that increase life-long success.   This means learning how, when and why to do homework in middle school can mean suc-
cess in high school and beyond.  Middle school students are learning to become independent.  By the time students graduate 
middle school, they can be well on their way to homework independence, or still having daily homework arguments with par-
ents or guardians.   
Most adults help their child regularly with homework reminders and completion in elementary school.  Adults may need to 
learn to modify their own behavior to encourage their child’s independence and ultimately their success as they move through 
middle school.  Students are better prepared for high school when they take responsibility for their academic successes and 
failures.  To help promote independence and successful homework completion: 
1. Provide lighting, supplies and an environment conducive to learning. 
2. Create a nightly homework routine that suits your family and your children. 
3. Encourage your student to check Pinnacle regularly and talk with teachers if they don’t understand their homework or the 

requirements of a long-term assignment. 
4. Monitor the number of after-school activities your child participates in.  Students who are overextended may not recognize 

this themselves and may need encouragement to reduce outside obligations and concentrate on homework. 
5. Suggest your child use after school homework support programs when they are offered and available. 
6. Celebrate success.  Ask your child to share one assignment with you each week that they are especially proud of.   Do 

not focus on the grade, but marvel at their creativity, ask how they came to conclusions, chose topics or worked with other 
students. 

7. Contact your child’s teacher, counselor, school social worker or psychologist if you have concerns.  Ask for their perspec-
tive and suggestions. 

 

If you notice inconsistent homework completion, below average grades or are having regular arguments about homework a 
formal homework plan may help.  To create a formal homework plan: 
1. Speak to your child in private.  Acknowledge your child’s frustrations about the constant homework battle.   Listen to their 

point of view.  Honestly but calmly share your concerns as well. 

2. Ask your child to share their own personal expectations regarding grades, long-term goals and academic success.  Share 

your thoughts and negotiate realistic academic goals. 

3. Brainstorm possible solutions.  Seriously consider your child’s proposed solutions, even if they seem silly to you.  Some-

times giving a little will result in huge gains.  Contracts work best when students feel they have played a major role in de-

velopment. 

4. Discuss and agree upon consequences that will occur if expectations are not met.  Make sure consequences are realistic, 

maintain your child’s dignity, while increasing chances for academic success, such as reduced time in after-school or so-

cial activities, use of tutor or homework help. 

5. Use Pinnacle and report card grades as benchmarks to determine success.  Give the plan some time to work and resist 

the temptation to revert to old patterns of arguing, threatening or predicting doom between benchmarks. 

6. Put all agreements in writing! 
 

SAMPLE HOMEWORK PLAN 
Nick, Mom and Dad all want Nick to succeed at school.   Nick would like to be more responsible for completing his work, and 
is tired of the constant nagging and reminders from Mom and Dad.  Mom and Dad would like to back off and let Nick be re-
sponsible, and want to see his effort rewarded with good grades.  Nick, Mom and Dad have agreed to the following School 
Success Plan: 
Nick agrees to: 

1. Keep his GPA at 3.0 or more, and earn nothing below a C on quarterly report cards. 

2. Complete 1 hour of homework every Sunday through Thursday after sports practice. 

3. Ask his teacher, Mom or Dad, or a friend if he doesn’t understand something in his homework. 

4. Socialize with friends only on Friday nights and Saturday. 

5. Limit his video games and TV to no more than 1 hour each day. 
 

Mom and Dad agree to: 

1. Stop reminding Nick about doing his homework, or questioning him about assignments or grades. 

2. Let Nick participate in sports after school, and enjoy TV and video games for no more than 1 hour a night. 

3. Let Nick socialize with friends on Friday evening and all day Saturday. 
 

Nick, Mom and Dad will re-evaluate this plan at each marking period and make changes if needed.   
 

1. Search Institute – Developmental Assets, http://www.search-institute.org/research/developmental-assets 
 

For questions or more information contact the Parcells support services team at 432-4600: 
Susan Fell, School Social Worker   Carla Palffy, Counselor           
Dr. Heather Carroll,  School Psychologist  Kim Radant, Counselor 



Greetings from the English Department 
 
The holidays are upon us! Crisp, cool mornings, and short evenings are the new norm as we begin 
to get closer and closer to winter. As we come off our five day Thanksgiving break and approach our 
two week Winter Break, the halls are buzzing with excitement here at Parcells. 
 
Many great things have already happened so far this year. Grosse Pointe North’s production of Pe-
ter Pan  was a huge hit that was enjoyed by our students and staff alike. The Great American Spell 
Check has culminated with great success for Parcells. Over the next few day, students from Parcells 
will also be taking the qualifying exam for the National Spelling Bee. Finally, our much anticipated 
field trip to Meadowbrook to see a production of the Christmas Carol was even better than imagined. 
Most of our entire 6th grade population was able to attend the show and spend the day with friends 
while taking part in such a spectacular and beloved classical play. 
 
Many more wonderful things are to come with the welcoming in of the New Year. Stay tuned in to the 
Parcells webpage for other important news and events. And, as always, don’t forget to read inde-
pendently each day for a minimum of 20 minutes to become a better reader.   





Greetings from the Math Department 
 

Thank You:  Mrs. Jochum, Thank you for all of your hard work with Mrs. Wozniak’s students while she was 
on maternity leave. 

Welcome Back:  Mrs. Wozniak returned to work on November 21, 2016.  Please send all future communica-
tion to Jennifer.wozniak@gpschools.org.  Mrs. Anna Jochum is no longer the full time substitute 
teacher.   

Algebra I:  On January 24th and 25th, students will take the mid-term.  Students should develop a study 
schedule since the exam will cover the content taught from September thru January.   

Pre-Algebra:  Students are beginning the Linear Functions unit and will continue on to Systems of equations 
after break.   

Math 7:  Students will begin the equations unit.  Much of the Pre-Algebra and Algebra content is based on 
equation solving skills.  This unit is especially important to future success in mathematics. 

Math 6:  Students will soon begin the fractions unit. 
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Greetings from the Science Department 
 

6th grade scientists continue to work to engineer a solution to a flooded field in Mrs. Geerer’s 
class, while in Ms. Kefgen’s class they are quickly becoming expert meteorologists.  Look out Mr. 
Roux! 
 
7th graders are exploring the periodic table and will soon use their chemistry skills to understand 
cell biology.  Chemistry is the foundation for understanding natural sciences. 
 
8th graders are finding inertia, momentum, and work to be measurable, calculable, and use-
ful!  Remind your student – you learn math so you can do science! 
 
Happy Holidays from Parcells Science Department! 



Greetings from the Choir Room! 
 
Can you believe it is already December? This school year is flying by! In the season of thanks and 
giving, I just want to thank you for sharing your sons and daughters with the vocal music program at 
Parcells. I am grateful to make music with these fabulous musicians each and every day.  
 
Some reminders for December: 

 Solo auditions for winter concert: Friday, December 16, 7:30-8:15am, choir room 

 Choreography rehearsals during classes: Thursday, December 15 through Tuesday, December 
20  

 Popcorn fundraiser delivery: Tuesday, December 20 
 
Our winter vocal concert is coming up on Wednesday, January 11, 2017.  The concert will begin 
promptly at 7:00pm in the Parcells auditorium. Please make sure that students: 

 Arrive by 6:40pm 

 Wear choir t-shirts, black pants/leggings, and dark, comfortable shoes, with hair pulled away 
from faces 

  
Please bring family and friends to this FREE and entertaining concert! As always, DVDs will be 
available for sale for $10 cash.  
 
On the morning of Friday, January 13, the 8th grade choir will be traveling to Mason, Poupard, Ferry 
and Monteith Elementary Schools for our annual choir tour. Adult drivers are needed. A permission 
slip will be coming home shortly. Thank you in advance for checking your schedules and helping us 
out! 
 
Please email me with any questions or concerns at Leslie.Saroli@gpschools.org. I hope you enjoy 
a safe and joyful holiday season with your families. Take care, 
 
-Mrs. Leslie Saroli 
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GYM SHORTS #4 
Athletic News and Information 
 

Boys’ Basketball Teams were picked and their seasons are underway.  Please continue to 

check the Athletic Calendar for updates.  A reminder, if there is no school, there is no practice/

game.  Congratulations to all Boy’s that made the teams. 

Girls Basketball will start the week of January 23, 2017.  Keep an eye on the calendar as well to 

remind the girls to listen for announcements as there will be a meeting before tryouts begin. 

Wrestling will also begin at the end of January 2017.  Please remind the boys and girls to listen 

during the announcements for a meeting. 

If a student played a Fall Sport, our athletic fee of $92 requirement will be met.  This is a ONE 

time fee.  All students  must have  a current physical on file, a completed gold medical sheet 

and an updated grade sheet in order to try out.  Students must be passing 4 of their 6 classes 

to be eligible to tryout and participate. 

REMINDER – a student must be in school for ½ a day in order to practice or compete for our 

school per the Athletic Code of Conduct. 

Always  contact Beth Gulick beth.gulick@gpschools.org or 313.432.5404 with any questions.  

THANK YOU ALL for your continued support of Parcells Athletics!  GO PANTHERS!!! 



Greetings from Lifeskills and Student Council 
 

Life Skills News- 
I just wanted to say a quick thank you to everyone who donated to make our turkey donation so 
successful this year!  Students worked hard over three days and were 
able to cook, carve, and bag the up the meat for 38 turkey’s!  We also 
had countless canned good donations, as well as lots of kitchen staples 
that made the project very simple.  A special thank you to Mrs. Holmes 
for volunteering her time to come in and help kids carve the birds!  
Crossroads was amazed at our efforts, and very thankful. 
 
Project Heads Up- Life Management: students will be making a t-shirt 
quilt.  They will need six old t-shirts that can be re-purposed to make 
these cool blankets that will make a cute keepsake for years to come!  
Supply information can be found on my website. 
 
Life Skills Club will be starting soon!  If you’re interested in joining, please plan to attend the 
informational meeting on Monday January 23rd from 3:30-3:45 in room 221B. 
Enjoy your holiday ☺ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Student Council News- 
We are gearing up for our all school fundraiser!  This January we will be 
selling Hungry Howie’s Coupons to raise money to support Student Council.  
StuCo uses funds all around the building (check out our new trophy case on 
display in the main lobby) and for student activities (like the reward dance in 
February).  Please email andrea.gruenwald@gpschools.org if you have any 
questions. 

 
 

Upcoming Meetings- 12/1, 12/15, 1/12, 1/26 





PTO Corner 
 

PTO Membership at Registration:  Please consider volunteering for the various events held by the PTO.  Your help is 
always appreciated! 
 
PTO Meetings:  PTO Meetings are open to all parents and are a great way to get involved in your child’s school.  They 
are generally held on the 3rd Monday of the month at 7:00, but some meetings are different due to holiday schedules or 
conflicts.  Please check the school calendar for dates, or send an email to ekin.jeanette@gmail.com for a schedule of 
meetings. 
 
Kroger Cards:   Please register your Kroger Card to benefit the Parcells PTO.  (see instructions)   Even if you signed 
up last year, the enrollment period ended in April and it is necessary to re-register.  This is an easy source of income for 
the PTO and it doesn’t cost you anything! 
 
School Clinic:  The Clinic is in need of volunteers.  Even if it’s only for a few hours, every bit helps.   if you are interest-
ed, please contact Sheri Favenyesi at sfavenyesi@wowway.com.  

 
Kroger Plus Card Support Parcells – Enroll or Renew   

www.kroger.com school id # 91050 
 

 

Parcells is an Evergreen School  

Follow us on: 
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Your Grosse Pointe Public Library 
 

The Grosse Pointe Public School System is grateful for its many community partnerships. To ensure we remain good 
neighbors with our partners in the Grosse Pointe Library System, we would like to take this opportunity to remind pa-
trons of rules that will help us all utilize this community resource to its fullest  
potential. 
 
Just as in school, there are guidelines for behavior and supervision at our local libraries. The library has a document 
entitled “Guidelines on Behavior” that will be enforced. It is available for review at the Youth Desk, but here are a few 
highlights we would appreciate your help in maintaining: 
  
Visiting the Library 

 We encourage all patrons to work together in order to ensure a safe, positive learning environment. 

 Loitering outside the library, or excessive entrance and exit, is disruptive to this environment which is de-
signed to support study, reading and other quiet activities. 

 Please remember the Woods branch parking lot off Mack Avenue is locked during drop-off (7:30-8:30 
a.m.) and pick-up time (2:45-3:30 p.m.) for the safety of our children. 

 Our libraries, particularly the Woods branch, are busiest from 3:15-5:30 p.m., so it may be helpful for oth-
er patrons to visit at non peak hours.  

 Children under the age of 9 cannot be left unattended. Guardians or caregivers must be age 13 or above 
themselves to watch younger students in the library. The library staff is not responsible for supervision of 
your children. Childcare is available for a fee through the GPPSS Kids Club and details can be found at 
www.gpschools.org or by calling 313-432-3067. 

  
Computer Use 

 Students need a valid library card or knowledge of their card number to use computers. 

 Livetutor.com is available free of charge from 3-10 p.m. every day of the week. 

 Computer use is limited to 30 minutes to ensure equitable access. 

 Only one student is allowed to sit at a computer. 

 No food or drinks are allowed at the computer. 

 Students may bring their own earphones to use with computers; the library does not provide these. 

 Printing is available from youth computers for a small fee (10¢ per black and white page, $1 for color). 
  
Working Together 

 An expired library card or excessive fees may prevent patrons from using the computers or borrowing 
materials. 

 Any patron, including students, with a pattern of disruptive behavior will be banned from the library. 

 To keep track of library usage in those busy times, student patrons will be asked to sign in for program-
ming or quiet study using their library card. 

 

Please remember, this is our community library. Working together, parents, students, community members, and li-
brary and school personnel will maintain a positive library environment and experience for all. 
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